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E.O. 11552: GDS 
TAGS: PGOV, PINT, FR 

SUBJECT: GISCARD OPENS HIS MAJORITY AND MITTERRAND 
AGREES TO MEETING AT ELYSEE 

SUMMARY. IN HIS FIRST POST-ELECTORAL SPEECH PRESIDENT 
GISCARD D'ESTAING THANKED THE FRENCH NATION FOR HAVING 
MADE THE "RIGHT CHOICE" AND PLEDGED HIS EFFORTS TOWARD 
RECONCILIATION. HE MADE A POINT OF HIS INTENT TO INVITE 
POLITICAL, LABOR AND BUSINESS LEADERS THROUGHOUT THE 
NATIONAL PROFESSIONAL SPECTRUM TO MEET WITH HIM AS A 
STEP TOWARD OPENING UP THE MAJORITY TO WIDER PARTICIPA- 
TION. SOCIALIST LEADER MITTERRAND AND LABOR LEADER 
MAIRE (CFDT) HAVE ALREADY ACCEPTED. GISCARD ALSO RESTA- 
TED THE MAIN OBJECTIVES OF HIS PROGRAM - REDRESSING THE 
ECONOMY, IMPROVING SOCIAL JUSTICE AND REDUCING INEQUALI- 
TIES, AND DEVELOPING LOCAL GOVERNMENT'S RESPONSIBILITY. 

THE PRESIDENT IS NOW FACED WITH A WIDE RANGE OF KEY 
PERSONNEL CHOICES. END SUMMARY. 
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1 . NATIONAL RECONCILIATION: GISCARD PLEDGED HIS EFFORTS 
TOWARD NATIONAL RECONCILIATION, AND STATED THAT HE WOULD 
NOT SIMPLY PICK INDIVIDUALS FROM VARIOUS PARTIES TO MAKE 
UP THE NEW GOVERNMENT; RATHER, THE INDIVIDUALS SELECTED 
WOULD SYMBOLIZE HIS EFFORTS TO OPEN THE GOVERNMENT TO 
PARTICIPATION BY THE OPPOSITION. HE NOTED THAT FRENCHMEN 
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REGRETTED THE EXCESSIVE DIVISION BETWEEN THE MAJORITY AND 
THE OPPOSITION AND HE (GISCARD) INTENDED TO WORK FOR A 
RESPONSIBLE COHABITATION. HE WAS READY TO WORK WITH BOTH 
SIDES IN DEVELOPING A NEW MAJORITY-OPPOSITION RELATION- 
SHIP. HIS CHOICE OF A NEW GOVERNMENT WOULD COME AFTER 
HIS CONVERSATIONS WITH BUSINESS AND LABOR LEADERS. IN 
WHICH HE WOULD POSE THE MAIN, CURRENT QUESTION - WHAT 
ARE FRANCE'S MOST IMPORTANT PROBLEMS TO BE RESOLVED. 
GISCARD HAS ALREADY SCORED TWO MAJOR BREAKTHROUGHS AS PS 
LEADER FRANCOIS MITTERRAND AND CFDT HEAD EDMOND MAIRE 
HAVE AGREED TO MEET WITH HIM (MAIRE MARCH 24 AND MITTER- 
RAND NEXT WEEK). PC LEADER MARCHAIS AND MRG LEADER RO- 
BERT FABRE HAVE ALSO BEEN INVITED TO THE ELYSEE, BUT HAVE 
NOT YET RESPONDED. OTHER LABOR AND BUSINESS LEADERS ARE 
ALSO TO MEET WITH GISCARD THIS WEEK. 

2. THREE PRIMARY TARGETS: IN RESTATING THE THREE PROGRAM 
ORIENTATIONS OF THE NEXT GOVERNMENT, GISCARD EMPHASIZED 
HIS INTENT TO MEET THE CONCERNS OF THE FRENCH VOTERS AS 
EXPRESSED ON MARCH 12 AND 19. THERE WERE NO INDICATIONS, 
HOWEVER, OF THE PARTICULAR APPROACH HE INTENDED TO TAKE 
WHICH MIGHT HAVE PROVIDED SOME FORETASTE OF THE MAKEUP OF 
THE GOVERNMENT TO COME. GISCARD'S OBJECTIVES ARE IN 

LINE WITH AN OPENING TO THE OPPOSITION AND REFLECT MANY 
OF ITS CONCERNS ELABORATED DURING THE CAMPAIGN. IN HIS 
SPEECH, GISCARD STATED THAT WHILE HE DID NOT EXPEECT THE 
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OPPOSITION NECESSARILY TO AGREE WITH HIM, HE HOPED THEY 
COULD WORK TOGETHER IN MEETING COMMONLY 
RECOGNIZED NEEDS. THE APPEAL FOR AN ONGOING DIALOGUE, IF 
NOT PARTICIPATION, WAS CLEAR. 

3. POLITICAL PARTY REACTIONS: 

- THE RPR: INITIAL RPR REACTION HAS BEEN GUARDED, 

WARNING AGAINST ALLOWING THE DESIRE FOR AN 
OPENING TO THE LEFT, TO LEAD THE GOVERNMENT INTO 
THE ERRORS OF THE CONDEMNED COMMON PROGRAM. 

- THE PS: THE RAPIDITY WITH WHICH FRANCOIS MIT- 
TERRAND AGREED TO MEET WITH GISCARD WAS 
SURPRISING. GISCARD'S COMMENTS CONCERNING HIS 
RESPECT FOR OPPOSING OPINIONS, WITHIN THE 
FRAMEWORK OF A DIALOGUE OVER PROBLEMS OF MUTUAL 
CONCERN, HOWEVER, PERHAPS STRUCK JUST THE RIGHT 
NOTE IN ALLOWING THE PS TO COME WITH HONOR TO 

THE ELYSEE. 

- THE CDS: CDS LEADER LECANUET NOTED THAT THE 
CDS HAD LONG SUPPORTED AN OPENING TO THE LEFT 
AND THE SOCIAL REFORM DESIRED BY THE PRESIDENT. 

- THE PC: THE MORNING EDITORIAL IN HUMANITE STRU- 
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CK A CYNICAL NOTE WITH THE OBSERVATION 
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THAT DISCARD'S EFFORT TO OPEN TO THE LEFT WAS 
ONLY A VEHICLE FOR OBTAINING SOME TOKEN LEFT 
SUPPORT FOR HIS CONTINUING PROGRAM AIMED AT 
EXPLOITING THE WORKERS, MAINTAINING THE PRIVI 
LEGED CLASS, ETC. 

4. PRIME MINISTER - WHO?: THE BIG GUESSING GAME RE- 
MAINS AS TO WHO WILL BE THE NEW PRIME MINISTER. THE 
SPEECH GAVE ONLY ONE CLUE - IT WOULD BE SOMEONE WHO 
WOULD TRY TO WORK WITH THE OPPOSITION. GISCARD DID NOT 
SAY WHEN THE PRIME MINISTER WOULD BE NAMED, SPECIFYING 
ONLY THAT IT WOULD BE AFTER HIS ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL 
CONVERSATIONS. AT THE SAME TIME, RPR LEADER JACQUES CHI- 
RAC HAS BEGUN TO ASSERT HIS ROLE IN THE MAJORITY'S VIC- 
TORY AND HIS INDEPENDENCE AS THE LEADER OF THE LARGEST 
PARTY IN THE MAJORITY AND IN FRANCE. HE HAS ALREADY STA- 
TED HIS INTENT TO BUILD UP THE RPR TO 30 PERCENT OF THE 
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ELECTORATE (BASIS FOR A TRY FOR THE PRESIDENCY). WHOEVER 
IS SELECTED AS PRIME MINISTER MUST BE BOTH STRONG ENOUGH 
TO DEAL WITH CHIRAC AND MAINTAIN GAULLIST SUPPORT FOR GIS- 
CARD'S PROGRAM. THE GISCARDIAN UDF, WHILE WINNING MORE 
SEATS THAN EXPECTED, HAS NOT YET DEVELOPED COHERENCE 
AND LEADERSHIP THAT GISCARD NEEDS. THUS THE SELECTION 
OF ITS LEADER ALSO POSES A PROBLEM FOR THE PRESIDENT. 

5. CONCLUSION: GISCARD IS OBVIOUSLY ELATED OVER THE ELEC- 
TORAL RESULTS AND IT SHOWED DURING HIS SPEECH. HE IS 
CONFIDENT AND IS MOVING AS QUICKLY AS HE FEELS HE CAN 
TOWARD GOVERNMENT FROM THE CENTER OF THE POLITICAL SPEC- 
TRUM. IT ALSO APPEARS THAT HE IS GOING TO PROCEED SLOW- 
LY IN HIS SELECTION OF THE NEW CABINET IN ORDER TO OB- 
TAIN THE BEST PEOPLE POSSIBLE SYMBOLIZING HIS OPENING TO 
THE LEFT. THE SPEECH WAS VERY "UPBEAT" IN TONE AND WAS 
CLEARLY INTENDED TO SET THE STAGE FOR THE "GISCARDIAN" 

ERA IN FRENCH POLITICS. GISCARD NOW HAS A RANGE OF KEY 
CHOICES TO MAKE - PRIME MINISTER, KEY MINISTERS, PRESI- 
DENT OF THE UDF ORGANIZATION, HEAD OF THE UDF GROUP IN 
THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY. THESE CHOICES MUST BE CAREFULLY 
BALANCED TO REFLECT HIS VARYING NEEDS. HIS ABILITY TO 
FIND THE RIGHT MAN FOR THE RIGHT JOB WILL BE CRUCIAL IN 
DETERMINING THE SUCCESS OF HIS REMAINING THREE YEARS AS 
PRESIDENT OF FRANCE AND PROBABLE EFFORT FOR A SECOND 
TERM. 

HARTMAN 
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